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Almighty God, we do also admonish that there be great care
taken to avoid the choice of any persons either, noted for their
superstitious blindness one way or for their turbulent humours
other ways, because their disorderly and unquiet spirits will
disturb all the discreet and modest proceeding in that greatest
and gravest council. Further we do command that an express
care be had that there be not chosen any persons bankrupts or
outlawed, but men of known good behaviour and sufficient
livelihood, and such as are not only taxed to the payment of
subsidies and other like charges, Lut also have ordinarily paid
and satisfied the same . . . Next, that all sheriffs be charged
that they do not direct any precept for electing and returning
of any burgesses to or for any ancient borough-town within their
counties, being so utterly ruined and decayed that there are not
sufficient resiants to make such choice, and of whom lawful
election may Le made; also to charge all cities and boroughs,
that none of them seal any blanks, referring or leaving to any
others to insert the names of any citizens or burgesses to serve
for any such city or borough, but that the inhabitants of every
such city or borough do make open and free election according
to the law, and set down the names of the persons whom they
choose before they seal the certificate. Furthermore we notify
by these presents, that all returns and certificates of knights,
citizens and burgesses ought and are to be brought to the
Chancery, and there to be filed of record. And if any shall be
found to be made contrary to this proclamation, the same is to
be rejected as unlawful and insufficient, and the city or borough
to be fined for the same. And if it be found that they have
committed any gross or wilful default and contempt in their
election, return or certificate, that then their liberties according
to the law are to be seized into our hands as forfeited. And if
any person take upon him the place of a knight, citizen or
burgess, not being duly elected, returned and sworn according
to the laws and statutes in that behalf provided, and according
to the purport, effect and true meaning of this our proclamation,
then every person so offending to be fined and imprisoned for
the same . . .

Hampton Court, the n day of January, [1604.]
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